One of the indicators about countries' quality of education is receiving the international prizes e.g. The Nobel Prize, The Fields Medal, The Turing Award, The IJCAI -Computers and Thought Award, and the Award for Research Excellence according to international criterions. In this study the comparison of prizes that Israelis and Jewish living elsewhere Israel has been examined in terms of population of the country where they live, the number of prizes. It is clear that the numbers of prizes that Jewish living elsewhere has won are high in comparison to living in Israel. In this situation, enrichment programs for gifted children practiced for 40 years in Israel should be check out in terms of international criteria.
INTRODUCTION
Since the 19 th century Jews have contributed to the world in all scientific and creative areas far beyond the rate expected b their number. Whether this has mainly been due to their high IQ (e.g. David & Lynn, 2007; Lynn, 2004; Lynn & Longley, 2006) or because of educational, financial, traditional or any combination of these components (Cochran et al., 2006) is not in the scope of this work. Here we shall explore the fact that while the tendency of receiving high-prestige prizes among Jews from Europe and from America, Jews from Ashkenazi as well as from Sephardi origin, Jews living in democracies and in non-democratic -especially communist countries has been steady until 2010, Israeli Jews have been the exception. Their rate of measurable success of Israeli Jews -according to any international criteria -is the lowest among Jews living everywhere else.
Let us examine this presumption in detail. Olympiads Israel had started participating in the International Mathematical Olympiad in 1979. During the 80ies its best score was no. 14; its worst -no. 26. During the 90ies the situation remained quite steady: from 13 to 26. In 2000 -it scored 11 th , but since then the deterioration was observed annually, until in 2010 it scored 53th. Furthermore: the team of 2010 included only 5 youngsters; there were not even the minimal 6 talented youngsters who were good enough to be sent to the Olympiad (IMO, 2010) . In addition, between the years 1992, just after the immigration to Israel from the ex-USSR was at its pick, until 2007, when even the youngest children of the immigrating Russian Jews were at the edge of adulthood, more than 53% of the participants in the IMO were either immigrant children or Israeliborn children of ex-USSR immigrants (Imo, 2010. The identification as "Russian" was done by the participants' names). This is an extremely high rate, as the percentage of "Russian" Jews reached just about 20% of the population after 20 years of immigration, while the number of children of immigration was only about 15%, because of the comparatively low birthrate among them. Thus, in spite of the intensive contribution of high quality IMO participants Israel had been able to keep its previous high math level, lost its former advantage and placed itself among other third-world countries.
The (Cochran et al., 2006; David & Lynn, 2007; Lynn, 2004; Lynn & Longley, 2006) . Had the origin played such a substantial part in high achievements among Jews elsewhere, it could have explained, at least partially, the relatively low rate of prize winning among Jewish Israelis, consisting both Europeans and Sephardim. A close examination of the picture reveals a different state of the art: while in Israel no major prize had been won by a Jew from a Sephardi origin, non-Ashkenazi Jews have won some of the major prizes even in countries where the Jewish community had been very small. Let us examine this argument closely.
Only about 20% of the world Jewish population has been Sephardi at the beginning of the 21 st century, most of it lives in Israel and in France (Elazar, 2010 As it is beyond the scope of this article, the contribution to Sephardi Jews to social science in general, as well as to the world's philosophy and literature will not be discussed here.
Jews from the USSR and ex-USSR Republics and the Nobel Prize
USSR Even in the USSR more Jews reached excellence than in Israel, in spite of the persecutions and the difficulties to get into higher education institutions (the numerous clauses). 17 Nobel Prize have been awarded to Jews from the ex-USSR since 1950. The maximal number of Jews in the USSR was counted at the eve of Second World War: abut 3,000,000, about a third were killed either directly by the Nazis or as soldiers, due to the war hardships, e.g. hunger, bombing, lack of medical care. Currently there are only about 350,000 Jews in all ex-USSR. Azerbaijan Only one Nobel: the Jewish Lev Landau (Physics, 1962) Belarus Only one Nobel: the Jewish Zhores Ivanovich Alferov (Physics, 2000) .
Jews Receiving Nobel Prizes in Biomedical Sciences by Nationality
Since 1952 In the years 92 scientists won the Nobel Prize in physics (29), chemistry (30) and medicine (33). Only twenty of them -less than 22% -to non-Jewish Germans: 7 in physics, 9 in chemistry and 4 in medicine. During these years an additional number of 15 German scientists won the Nobel Prize in these three disciplines: 4 in physics, 4 in chemistry 6 and 7 in medicine.
[…] Jews were awarded 15 of the 35 Nobel Prizes, about 43%, while consisting of less than 1% of the population (p. 13). As stated by Ziegler & Stoeger (2007) , Germany indeed had a history of winning a high rate of Nobel Prizes, but the main reasons for it was the Jews contributing more than 50 times their share not only to science, but also to all cultural and arts areas. The number of Israelis winning that prize has been zero.
Jews receiving Nobel prizes in chemistry by nationality
13 American Jews won the Nobel Prize in chemistry.
3 Israelis won the Nobel Prize in chemistry. Though more than 400% higher rate of American Jew, this is the highest score of Israelis in any category of the Nobel Prize, and the lowest American Jews/Israeli Jews rate.
Jews receiving Nobel prizes in Economics by nationality
Since 1979 (The Turing Award, 2010) . Israel has been known in the world for its highly developed high technology. "Israel's High Tech Industry is considered by many to be the second Silicon Valley, ranking immediately after North America in the number of companies (±120) listed on NASDAQ" (Today's High Tech 7 Actually, at the end of 2010 the number of Jews in Israel was 5,802,000. To this number 320,000 should be added -the number of citizens classified as "others": "non-Arab Christians and those with an unspecified religion" -almost all immigrants from the USSR Republics of Jewish origin, namely a Jewish father and/or grandparent [s] , but a non-Jewish mother. Thus the number of expected Israeli Nobel Prizes should have been even higher (Statistics, Israel, 29.12.2010) .
